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walk up leisurely. The speaker usually stands at the upper
end of this vacant << aisle." Mrs. Besant never liked that. I
was often in charge of arrangements for lectures at the-
Central Hindu College, and my instructions were that the
centre of the hal! was to be filled up. I used to fill up the-
central portion with chairs, and left passages on the sides.
She always liked these arrangements. She told me that if
a lecturer stands at the end of an empty lane, he feels he.
has no one to listen to him, and the walking up and down-
of stray individuals is always a disturbing factor. As I also-
have had to do a good bit of public speaking since, I know'
how right she was.

HER LECTURING DRESS

She was very keen on her lecturing dress. She used to-
be very, very carefully and beautifully dressed in white at
the time of her meetings. White is not a colour either for
men or women's clothing in England. But even there she
was dressed in white both in the daytime and in the
evenings. Unlike conditions in England, in India if we
book our luggage and keep it in the brake van while
travelling by trains, we are never sure that it will
arrive with us at our destination. Very often it is left
at junction stations. In England they have no system
of even receipts for booked luggage. The guard just
leaves all the luggage entrusted to him at the proper stations
and the passengers casually walk up and take away their
own luggage. There is scarcely ever a miscarriage. I say this
from experience. I was surprised at this system when I was.